This and the following pages are a follow-up to a story in the June
issue about Pam Johnson’s Quilt exhibit at the Sandifsield Arts
Center from May 22 thru June 27. Pam’s work is marvelous, and
this exhibit is not to be missed! The Sandisfield Arts Center

Gallery is normally open only during performances (go to www.
sandisfieldartscenter.org for performance schedule) You may
also call 258-4100 or email info@sandisfieldartscenter.org for
information on how to see the show during non-performance times.
The quilts in this show are all machine pieced
and quilted. The process involves creating a
sketch, often from a photograph, developing that
into a master piecing diagram with each element
numbered and from those creating templates.
The fabrics are all cotton. Most are designed
especially for quilting, but some are decorator
fabrics. Selecting the dozens of fabrics in each
quilt from hundreds laid out in the studio takes
the most time. All the pieces are pinned to the
design wall before starting sewing to ensure the
colors work together, to create illusions of depth,
light and shadow and to create overall balance.

PAM JOHNSON
More About Her Story
Born and raised in the United Kingdom, Pam
Johnson moved to the United States in 1980 and
worked in management for 13 years at Digital
Equipment Corporation, a major computer
company in the Boston area. She and her
husband, Bill (BJ), live full time in Monterey.
Pam has been creating art quilts since 1981, and
has made quilts using a variety of techniques

including: piecing, machine thread painting,
hand and machine appliqué, trapunto and hand
and machine quilting. In 1988, Pam and Bill
chose the signature landscape quilt, “Quiet
Places, Other Paths” from a solo exhibition by
Ruth B. McDowell as a wedding gift from a
group of friends. From then on, Pam followed
Ms McDowell’s career with interest and
made some pieces from designs in her books
as well as experimenting with the McDowell
piecing technique. Finally, in December 2006,
she participated in one of Ms McDowell’s
weeklong design workshops and since then has
predominantly used those methods.

Actual Photo of Glaucidium Palmatum
(Note: There is no common name for this flower, which is an early
spring woodland plant. It comes from a northern Japanese island.

Gardening has been a life-long passion and the
inspiration for Pam’s most recent series of quilts,
based on photographs taken in her Monterey
garden. In October 2009 she was the Special
Exhibitor at the Westminster , Vermont, Quilt
Show where she taught a workshop, “Pieced
Flowers” which has also been presented at
The Pumpkin Patch in Lee. In April 2010
“Nasturtiums”, presented in this show, was a
semi-finalist in the American Quilt Society’s
international quilt show in Paducah, KY, home
of the National Quilt Museum.
Pam is a founder member of the Monterey
Piecemakers, a group that for more than a dozen
years has been making quilts that have been
raffled or sold at auction to benefit local causes.
(413) 528-4611
Please see following pages for an illustration
explanation of Pam’s design process!
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